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Blogs
A blog is a web site where you write brief articles about your selected topic on a consistent basis. 
New articles appear at the top, so your visitors can easily read what’s new. 
Your blog is whatever you want it to be and there are no formal rules about what you write about 
on your blog. Some blogs are personal diaries, while others are a daily pulpit. Still others can be 
collaborative spaces, political soapboxs, breaking-news outlets or a collection of links.

When thinking about starting a blog here are some good questions to think about:
What do I want to write about?                     What topics will my blog cover? 
Who am I writing for?                                    What should I name my blog?

Here’s what you need to be successful:
• A clear message, voice or point of view - Why are you writing about your topic?
• An Obvious Need - Will you be contributing something unique to the space?
• A Clear Goal - What are you going to write about? Is your focus narrow or broad? Personal or 

professional?
• A Strong Commitment - You don’t have to write dozens of articles a day, but you need to be con-

sistent.
• An Audience - By answering all the above, you will build an audience. Here’s some more advice 

on building your blog’s community of readers.

To get a feel for the blogosphere and answer the above questions explore using searching and be-
gin with a ‘starter blog’. 

Searching
One of the best ways to get started with blogging to search the ‘blogosphere’ use a blog specific 
search engine.  IceRocket.com, Technorati.com, Blogpulse.com Sphere.com. The standard blog 
search returns results in chronological order.  Some of these services alow you to set a time period 
to search along with ‘relevance’ or ‘authority’.  

What do you search for? 
• A person’s name (it could be yours) to see what people are saying or commenting. 
• A Blog URL or even specific post URL to see who has linked to a blog or post.
• An organization name  - “NCDD” “reuniting america”
• A process methodology  - “open space” or “dialogue mapping”
• Key words just like you would in google. 

Commenting 
People who read your blog may leave you a “comment” or response to your article, while others 
may link to it or email you privately. Blog software makes it easy to frequently add new articles to 
your blog and for visitors to comment or link to your article.



Linking
An important part of the culture of blogging is linking.  This basically means when you reference 
someone you should link to there blog, When you mention an organization link to its web page. 
When you quote a blog post you must link to it.  When you have a word that means a particular 
thing link to a definition somewhere like wikipedia or perhaps a place link NCDD. 

Conversation
When you get into blogging in a community there are conversations back and forth. The beauty of 
these is that they are very visible. Anyone who finds one post can see where it came from...the 
thread because it quotes and links backs to other posts. Communities can also use short hand and 
deal with what is present now but the linking helps tie it back into a context so if you are new you 
can ‘get’ it.  So linking is how you ‘converse’ in this realm. 

Anatomy of a blog
Title or Headline of a post
Date and time of a post
“permalink” - a unique URL for that post. 
Comments are available for people to share there thoughts after reading your article. 
Trackbacks - these are posts on other peoples blogs that link back to your blog. 

Tools
WordPress.com - a hosted service based on open source software that is free
Blogger.com - a hosted service that is free

RSS Aggregators 
Aggregators are another tool that lets you read many blogs at once via RSS Feeds.  RSS stands 
for Real Simple Syndication. RSS makes it possible for you to “subscribe” to content on a blog and 
other web resources so you don’t have to visit the blog to check for updated content content. The 
content is delivered through “news feeds” into an “RSS Reader” or software that gathers all the 
news feeds in one place where you can scan/read them quickly. (The news feeds are created by 
some behind-the-scenes code called “XML.” Most blog software can generate a RSS feed with the 
click of a button - you don’t have to know how to create the code.)

RSS gives you an efficient way to keep track of the ever-expanding information on the Web and 
find the relevant stuff you need to know for your work. You don’t have to waste any time hunting 
and gathering — you can focus more reading, scanning, identifying patterns, and picking out the 
important information you need . YOU CAN READ MORE CONTENT FROM MORE SOURCES IN 
LESS TIME!.

Three Types of RSS readers
The first step is to choose an RSS Reader, the software that will aggregate your news feeds in 
place. Think of the RSS reader as your basket! You have many choices, but there are three differ-
ent types of readers — web-based, email client, and a stand alone application.

Web-Based Reader: All your feeds are collected and stored on software run on the web. If you are 
usually connected to the Internet, don’t want to download any special software, and you want to 
access your reader from different computers or PDA, choose this option. Most people choose blo-
glines because it is fairly easy to use and free.



E-Mail Client Add-On: If you do most of your work out of your email box, you can choose an RSS 
reader that sends the feeds to you via email. This type of reader is good if you need to forward in-
formation to others via email, like to store lots of information in your email folders, and you don’t 
want to learn a new piece of software. Most people like Newsgator for these reasons. It is also 
free!

Stand Alone Application: If the thought of more email makes you want to scream, consider this last 
choice, particularly if you prefer using a specific application and you don’t want to install additional 
plugins to your email program (which could cause some technical glitches depending your 
computer/software, etc). For PC, Feed Demon, NetNewsWire for Mac, and Straw for Linux.

Some simple how-tos:
Currently, bloglines is my preferred reader because:
* A clean and intuitive user-friendly interface
* Can organize feeds into folders by topic or frequency of reading
* Can easily import and export an extensive feed subscription list
* Free
* Dependable

Register for an account. Next, read Alexandra Samuel’s 10 Steps To Using Bloglines 
http://www.alexandrasamuel.com/rsstocracy/10steps and that should get you started. 

Your real challenge, once you’ve set up the reader, is to integrate reading feeds as part of your 
daily practice. Maybe you check it after you check your email. Maybe you make your reader your 
computer web browser’s start page for a couple of weeks. Or maybe you tape up reminders with 
sticky notes to your computer. However you do it, you need to think about how to make RSS feed 
reading a daily habit.

Once you have been using the RSS reader for a while, you might find some better ways to organ-
ize your feeds or develop particular reading habits to make you more effective. For example, some 
people like to organize their feeds by topic and others by frequency. Here are some second level 
tips for or being more effective.

If you’re ready for some additional technical hacks for using bloglines, read “Ten Hacks for Blogli-
nes.”

Deeper how-tos:
Some additional types of RSS Feeds you might want to consider:
RSS News Search Feeds: You can create an RSS feed on a search term. Say you want to track 
mentions of a particular public issue or news item. You can create an RSS feed that would work 
24/7 and bring any news to your desktop from Google News or Yahoo News.

RSS Feeds for Blog Searches: Getting a regular feed of searches for a particular topic or even 
your own name or blog url is easy with Technorati. You simply set up a watchlist and subscribe to 
the feed.

RSS Feeds for Search Engine Searches: You can create an RSS feed from search of the web via 
google.



For detailed step-by-step of these various types of feeds, see Will Richardson’s Quick Guide for 
RSS Feeds for Educators  http://www.weblogg-ed.com/2004/03/30 or the Netsquared Feed Crea-
tor Tools list.

Before you go crazy, take a minute to think about what types of news, google searches, or blog 
search feeds would be most useful to your work and why. Focus on those!

After using search and other types of feed, you might discover that you only like some of the con-
tent coming from a feed but you don’t want to unsubscribe. One way to solve this problem is to 
subscribe to a category feed if available, otherwise you make your own with the tools to manipulate 
feeds to only receive the content you want to receive (helps with information overload). Here is a 
more detailed list of rss feed mixing tools and descriptions from the Library Clips.

Bringing Relevant Content to your desktop is comprehensive tutorial that looks at all the tools and 
practices.

Publishing Content Via RSS Feeds to Your Blog
Even though using Bloglines or other reader is the easiest way to collect and view your feeds, with 
a little bit of work you can publish the content from these feeds on your blog. Look at the content 
on the top of the “Lightstalkers” web site, it’s all generated by publishing RSS feeds.

It is actually very simple to do. First you need to find a feed that you want to publish and then you 
create a javascript that gets cut and pasted into the HTML of the web page you want it published 
on. You don’t have to know anything about creating codes as their are tools that will create the 
code for you and all you have to do is cut and paste. Some blog software applications have built-in 
ways to do this like wordpress or typepad. There are also other standalone tools such as this one 
from CogDogBlog and others listed on the Netsquared Tip Sheet. 

Wiki's 
A wiki (wick-ee) is a type of website that allows users to easily add, remove, or otherwise 
edit and change most available content, sometimes without the need for registration.

For a more detailed primer, read Lee Lever’s Wikis Described in Plain English 
http://www.commoncraft.com/archives/000644.html and Wikis and the Perfect Camping 
Trip http://www.commoncraft.com/archives/000648.html.

Wikis can be excellent tools for any collaborative writing project where you can capture 
the wisdom of the group in an online document that is accessible or viewable to others. 
Think of wikis of a good tool to collect information. For example, you can use them for 
people to add their names to an RSVP list, add themselves to a directory, or write an ar-
ticle or manifesto together. Wikis are great for cutting down email overload.



Wikis Software
The following wikis are “hosted” applications. That is you don’t have to worry about in-
stalling it on a server, so it takes less technical expertise to use. These programs all have 
free basic services too. The features vary, but they all offer standard wiki features.

JotSpot.com, Wikia, Wikispaces, Writely , PBWiki
Social Text is an enterprise level wiki application.

MediaWiki is the software that Wikipedia is built on and is a good choice if you have the 
technical skills in organization to install it. 

Wikipedia
It is a good thing to look up on wikipedia topics related to your work and edit those en-
tries if you have something to ad. 

Social Bookmarking, 
Tagging is the ability to assign keywords to a wide range of content, like favorite web sites, book-
marks, digital photos, and blog posts.

Tags are used in most social networking and online collaboration web tools as a way to help peo-
ple find content, enable collaboration, and connect with others who have similar interests. If you 
combine tagging with RSS feeds, you can use it in a number of ways to benefit your work or or-
ganization.

How
There are many, many social software applications that use tagging to facilitate collaboration, but 
we’re going to focus on three of the more common applications.

Del.icio.us is a tagged-based bookmarking service, to store, retrieve or share favorite web links 
with anyone on the web. Using del.icio.us, it makes it easy to find web bookmarks, share your 
bookmarks with others, make your own resources more findable to others or benefit from other 
people’s knowledge of web resources. Read this excellent introduction to why and how social-
bookmarking can benefit your work and facilitate information sharing with others.

Here is a reflective way to explore learning how to use del.icio.us:

1. Sign up for an account
2. Add the bookmark tool to your browser
3. Bookmark and tag 10 important resources that influenced your thinking or are must reads about 
a topic you’re passionate about
4. Look through the bookmarks of other people who have bookmarked those resources or browse 
through tag.
5. What or who did you discover?



Photo Sharing and Tagging
Flickr: is a web-based digital photo sharing application that uses tags to facilitate finding people 
and photos. It isn’t simply about putting your photos up on the web for the world to see. 

• What if you could invite other people from the around the world to have discussions about those 
images? 

• What if you and your colleagues could annotate these photos with your own descriptions and ob-
servations? 

• What if you could become part of an online community that contributes images of similar topics 
for you to consume? 

• And, what if you could subscribe to an RSS feed so anytime a new picture was added about a 
topic you care about, were studying, or writing about - it would come automatically to you?

The Habits of Wildly Successful Del.icio.us Users will give you some work flow tips about the art of 
tagging resources.

How to Choose Tags for Your Del.icio.us Bookmarks
The Complete Del.icio.us Tool List a huge collection of widgets and other tools to automate your 
bookmarking.

Podcasting
Podcasting is basically the creation and distribution of digital radio programs.
Listeners subscribe to a news feed that alerts them when new episodes are available, typically us-
ing software that automatically downloads each new file. Often, the same software then downloads 
the files onto a portable media player such as an iPod… and that’s the reason why the term “pod-
casting” is used to describe it.

Why
Producing a radio broadcast would require a lot of money and technical know how. But today, you 
could probably lay your hands on everything you need to create an engaging podcast with The 
best way to educate yourself about podcasts is to listen to a few. But be warned: this is not the 
highly polished, professional radio you might be accustomed to listening to. You will hear cracks, 
blips, unfamiliar music, as well as a few ums. Try not to let production values overwhelme what 
might be really interesting content.

What you need and how to do it:
To create a basic podcast you need digital audio recorder that can create a MP3 file, a blog, some 
space on a server to host the file, and something to day.  There are several excellent and simple 
step-by-step tutorials for creating podcasts for very little money.

Netsquared’s Podcast Guide , AudioActivism’s Podcast Tutorial and AudioActivism’s Citizen Jour-
nalist Podcast Tech Kit and podcasting by phone or by Skype.

Podserve, a podcasting host, is one to check out. Also, Hipcast which gives you very easy and 
simple ways to produce podcasts.



Video Blogging - vlogging, 
A Vlog is a blog that uses video clips as the main content. To create a vlog, you need: 
a) digital camera with video setting or digital video camera;  b) a video hosting service to house 
your video clips on the Web the best is blip.tv. You can also post  them from there to your blog.   

As the price digital cameras and digital video cameras has come down, making video as a way to 
share your story or for personal expression has become more accessible to more people. There 
are many different genres of vlogging - from personal diaries to activism. Video blogging can make 
a story or conversation come alive or have more impact than text. Because the software and 
equipment has become easier to use, you don’t need a high degree of technical
skills or expensive equipment to publish video clips to the web. You just need something to say 
and it isn’t that difficult.

Ryanne Hodson and Michael Verdi are two well-known vloggers and helped create the video blog-
ging movement. They recently published a book called “Secrets of VideoBlogging. This is the best 
resource for anyone who is interested in learning how to create a video vlog. The book is packed 
fulled of practical advice, from buying a camera to editing to selecting a service to upload your 
video. A lot of the material in the book is available on their site, FreeVlog Tutorial which includes 
multimedia, step-by-step tutorials. Also, Ryanne and Michael respond to email questions!

In Ryanne and Michael’s book, they suggest you begin by viewing vlog posts to better understand 
the possibilities and different genres. Here’s three of their personal picks:

Geek Entertainment TV
29 Fragile Days
It’s Jerry Time

A place to watch vlogcasts is Dabble.com and you can see what your friends are watching. 

Ryanne and Michael also started a project called Node101 with video bloggers Jay Dedman and 
Josh Kinberg. Node101 is a local media centre where people can teach each other to videoblog, 
collaborate, and simply hang out.


